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1) INTRODUCTION
The United Kingdom Society for Trenchless Technology (UKSTT) makes annual awards to promote excellence in trenchless technology. The awards are made at the Society’s Annual Dinner.  It recognises the outstanding contributions made by organisations and individuals to the promotion, use, and development of Trenchless Technology in the previous calendar year. 

The awards themselves are open to all aspects of Trenchless activities. Entries for overseas projects will be accepted provided they are submitted by UK companies who either did the work or supplied the equipment.  Entries from overseas companies will also be accepted for work in the UK. 
For each category, a panel of independent judges, many of whom are not necessarily members of the Society, will be carefully selected to be representative from a broad cross-section of the relevant industries. 
2) THE AWARDS
Submissions – Entries should contain no more than 1000 words 
Entries are made by completing the online entry form https://www.ukstt.org.uk/award-entry-form-2026/ 
The submission must include a 100-word synopsis. The synopsis will be used to publicise the awards and individual entries across the UKSTT online platforms. It will be used to aid future introductions and/or presentations at the awards evening. 

Submissions must be received no later than 3rd July 2026 and relate to projects or innovation developments that occurred in part or whole during the calendar year preceding the particular awards event.

The same project may NOT be entered for consideration for more than one award. However, a project category may be entered into the Innovative Technology Category ensuring each entry is separately submitted and redrafted to highlight the innovation being entered. Entries made must use different text, images, and titles to differentiate the differing aspects of the project relevant to the category entered. 

NOTE: no printed or digital content will be provided to you for approval before publication. Please ensure that all content submitted in the entry form is correct and images are approved before submitting. 

Photos -Entries should include up to three photographs/images/diagrams inserted in the entry form AND sent as separate high-resolution images either as JPGs or PNGs. The photos and diagrams are to enhance understanding of the project and not to add additional text to the entry over and above the 1000-word count.  All images must be of high resolution (minimum 1MB). 
By submitting an entry, you are permitting UKSTT to publish all or part of your nomination in the Society’s online platforms, award publications and Trenchless Works Magazine. 
NOTE – entries with excessive word count may be returned for amendment and re-submission.

Winners will be announced at the UKSTT Gala Dinner & Awards Ceremony on the evening of Wednesday 30th September 2026 at the NAEC Stoneleigh Park, Kenilworth, Warwickshire, CV8 2LZ.
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Judging - Judges will give particular credit to projects, products, or a report that illustrates the benefits of Trenchless Technology and furthers the aims of UKSTT. 

They will be looking for originality of approach, technical difficulty, and innovation as well as customer impact, client satisfaction, programme compliance, cost benefits, health and safety, and sustainability & carbon reduction considerations. The weighting and applicability of the scoring will be tailored to the category.

Contact/Follow-up liaison details - It is essential that every entrant, when submitting, clearly identifies their full contact details, including address, telephone numbers, and email address, and ensures prompt response to any subsequent requests for supporting actions or submissions.
3) CATEGORIES
Rehabilitation – 2 awards (Large >£500K & Small £100K - £500K) - These two awards cover successful UK pipeline rehabilitation projects of any diameter or technique for cables, ducts, culverts, and pipelines for any utility type, using trenchless techniques. This can include techniques for replacement, renovation & repair such as Slip Lining, Pipe Bursting, Pipe Splitting, Pipe Reaming, Pipe Eating, Pipe Extraction, CIPP, Swaged Lining, Rolled Down Lining, Melt in Place Pipe (MIPP), Fold & Form, Spiral Wound, Grout in Place Hose, Cement/Mortar Lining, Polymeric Coating/ Lining, Panel Lining, Troweled or Sprayed Structural Lining, Joint Grouting, Flood Grouting, Mechanical Seals, Robotic Spot Repair, CIPP Patch Repair, Lateral Junction CIP Repair, Potholing for local repair, Manhole Rehabilitation
New Installation – 2 awards (Large >£500K & Small £100K - £500K) – These two awards will be presented to companies demonstrating their key roles in successful new installations of cables, ducts, or pipelines using trenchless techniques. This can include techniques such as Horizontal Directional Drilling (HDD), Microtunnelling/Pipe Jacking, Auger Boring, Direct Steerable Pipe Thrusting, Pipe Ramming & Impact Moling
For the avoidance of doubt, projects that replace the host pipe using bursting, splitting, or eating of the original pipe and thus no longer remain dependent on any residual strength of the original pipe shall be entered for judging within the new installation rather than the rehabilitation category of the awards process. 

Small Scheme (<£100K) - This award is offered by UKSTT to encourage applicants to submit projects that, despite being small, are examples of excellence either technically or professionally, that they believe support the aims of the awards ethos as well as demonstrates innovation in street works and the protection of the environment. It is designed to encourage submissions from a wider range of entrants in the trenchless world that can be related to any underground infrastructure projects such as cables, ducts, culverts, & pipelines for any utility using trenchless techniques.

Detection, Location & Inspection - This award will be presented to the entry that best demonstrates the use of detection, location, or inspection techniques to overcome significant challenges in the use of remote and less intrusive ways of assessing existing underground assets.
Innovative Technology – An award that covers emerging and applied product/system/install/renovation to support the use of trenchless techniques and must demonstrate that it has been accepted for use in the utility industry. Innovative technologies must be trenchless and new to the UK market e.g. asset health inspection, underground mapping, installation equipment, new materials, and techniques. This list is illustrative only. (this category is about the technology rather than the application)
Young Professional –The UKSTT Chair award will go to the professional (<30 years) who can best demonstrate their contribution to Trenchless Technology. We will be looking for evidence of an understanding of Trenchless Technology, the individual’s contribution made, the quality of the submission, and the candidate’s vision for the future of Trenchless Technology.  The Winner of this award receives a £250 Amazon Gift Voucher & Shield.
4) JUDGING CRITERIA FOR PROJECT ENTRIES
Project Entries: Rehabilitations, New Installations, Small Scheme & Detection, Location & Inspection
Using the spreadsheet provided the following procedure should be followed in marking the submissions:

Each submission should be rated against the following five categories 

1. Project Management (Maximum 10 Points)
· On Time Delivery

· Cost Control

· Teamwork

· Avoidance and/or Management of Disputes

· Quality of Workmanship

2. Community Impact & Customer Care (Maximum 10 Points)
· Advance Warning & Publicity

· Business Consultations, Communications, Information Management

· Programme Management
· Building Local Relationships
· Reducing Public Impact/Inconvenience
· Reduction in Disruption to Transport Infrastructure such as Highways/Rail/Aviation
3. Legislative Compliance (Maximum 10 Points)
· Health & Safety Record

· Construction Design & Management Regulations (CDM)
· Safe Systems of Work

· Street Works Legislative Compliance

4. Sustainability (environmental impact/carbon footprint) (Maximum 10 Points)
· Contribution to Sustainability (e.g. effective carbon reduction, waste management, environmental awareness, biodiversity) 
· Efforts to reduce the environmental impacts of the works.

5. Innovation (Maximum 10 Points)
· Choice of technique and skill to overcome site constraints ground conditions and other site-specific issues. 

· Cost Effectiveness

· Timely Deployment

· Meet Customer Expectations

· Highlight the novel application of the chosen technique or equipment

Each of these categories should be rated within the headings and scores illustrated in the table against each section. The maximum score any project can be awarded is 50 points.
The items listed under each category in standard type are issues that need to be considered in reaching the score for that category.
Submissions should, where appropriate, demonstrate sufficient knowledge and understanding to achieve regulatory street-works compliance. 
In addition, submissions shall where appropriate or applicable, illustrate compliance with health and safety legislation, industry standards and directives, environmental protection, avoidance of uncontrolled discharge to water courses, and sustainable construction.  
Some submissions may be incomplete or fail to provide information for one or more of the categories.  In this case, the Judge will have to mark that category in accordance with the information submitted. 
Should any clarification of this procedure be required then please contact Lynn Maclachlan on 07745781500 or email your enquiry to admin@ukstt.org.uk 
5) JUDGING CRITERIA FOR INNOVATIVE TECHNOLOGY
Using the scorecard provided the following procedure should be followed in marking the submissions:

Each submission should be rated against the following four categories 

1. Overall Innovative Contribution to the Project, Product, and/or Industry (Maximum 30 Points)
· Originality of Approach

· Application of Innovation

· Technical Difficulty

· Maximising Technology

· Commercial Potential

2. Client Satisfaction (Maximum 10 Points)
· Quality of Workmanship

· Teamwork

· Fitness for Purpose

· Customer Impact

3. Health & Safety (Maximum 10 Points)
· Health & Safety Record

· Risk Management System

· Safe Systems of Work

4. Sustainability (Maximum 10 Points)
· Carbon Accounting

· Waste Management

· Environmental Impact  

The items listed under each category are issues that need to be considered in reaching the score for that category.

Each of these categories should be rated within the headings and scores illustrated in the table against each section. The maximum score awarded is 60 points.
Some submissions may be incomplete or fail to provide information for one or more of the categories.  In this case, the Judge will have to mark that category in accordance with the information submitted.

Should any clarification of this procedure be required then please contact Lynn Maclachlan on 07745781500 or email your enquiry to admin@ukstt.org.uk 
6) JUDGING CRITERIA FOR YOUNG PROFESSIONAL 
The UKSTT Chair’s award will go to the professional (<30 years) who can best demonstrate their contribution to the field of Trenchless Technology.   
 

Judges will be looking for evidence of an understanding of Trenchless Technology, the individual’s contribution made, the quality of the submission and the candidate’s vision for the future of Trenchless Technology.  
Each submission should be rated against the following four categories 

1. Understanding of Trenchless Technology (Maximum 10 Points)
· Originality of Approach

· Innovation

· Technical Difficulty

· Safety Record

· Environmental Considerations

2. Contribution to the Project/Industry (Maximum 10 Points)
· Customer Care

· Client Satisfaction

· Programme Compliance

· Cost Minimisation

3. Quality of the Submission (Maximum 10 Points)
· Appearance

· Content (facts/figures)

· Use of Graphics, Images & Photo Support

4. Vision for the Future (Maximum 10 Points)
· Clear Understanding of the ‘Climate’

· Demonstrable Knowledge through Study & CPD

· Geopolitical Context (national/international)

The items listed under each category are issues that need to be considered in reaching the score for that category.

Each of these categories should be rated within the headings and scores illustrated in the table against each section. The maximum score awarded is 40 points.
Some submissions may be incomplete or fail to provide information for one or more of the categories.  In this case, the Judge will have to mark that category in accordance with the information submitted.

Should any clarification of this procedure be required then please contact Lynn Maclachlan on 07745781500 or email your enquiry to admin@ukstt.org.uk 
Check List for entrants: Ensure:
· your entry's word count does NOT exceed 1000 words 
· your entry is submitted by 3 July 2026 using the online entry form https://www.ukstt.org.uk/award-entry-form-2026/ 
· you have included a 100-word summary 
· you have included up to 3 Images 

· Minimum size requirement 1MB

· Images captioned appropriately

· Image referenced within the submission text

What Happens Next?

· The award entries will be forwarded to the judges

· Shortlisted entrants will be notified shortly after 26 August 2026
· Shortlisted entrants will be asked to provide

· A 3-slide PowerPoint presentation for use at the awards dinner

· A high-resolution copy of your company logo as well as all named key partners listed on the submission form

· The awards will be presented at the UKSTT Gala Dinner & Awards Ceremony, on Wednesday 30 September 2026 at the NAEC Stoneleigh Park, Kenilworth, Warwickshire, CV8 2LZ.
· Winning entries will automatically be entered into the ISTT 2027 Awards

Winning entries, submitted by members, will be passed forward for entry into the 2027 ISTT awards scheme.





PLEASE NOTE - Where an applicant makes no project-specific reference or offers no supporting information on any particular judging criteria of an award category within their submitted entry then judges shall be obliged to score that aspect of the entry as ‘Zero’
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